
DEAR FRIENDS,
As another school year comes to a close, we are 
inspired by the stories of persistence and achievement 
from our students. These stories are only possible 
because of partners like you across so many different 
Colorado communities. Through our programs, CYC 
continues to work every day to close opportunity gaps 
for vulnerable youth who face complex barriers to 
completing their education.  

Our Reengagement and Futures Academy programs 
continued to reenroll students who dropped out of  
school across three districts, helping over 400 of  
them find a new path toward graduation and post-
secondary opportunities. 

The Educational Intervention program, which works with 
9th graders failing at least one course, began gathering 
data on entire 9th grade classes, vs. just the CYC cohort, 
to better create systems change within partnering high 
schools. CYC’s Corps for a Change program also saw 
gains in engagement, leveraging the power of 
AmeriCorps members while helping high school  
students who were considered chronically absent.  

In looking at our youngest learners in the Colorado 
Reading Corps program, we were pleased to see 
almost 70% exceeding their target growth rate in 
literacy to become strong readers by the end of 3rd 
grade. The quote below perfectly summarizes the 
impact of this program: 

“The program is an invaluable resource for us. With 
Reading Corps, we are able to provide one-on-one 
reading support for students who are a little behind in 
reading but not far enough behind to qualify for other 
support services. We can support students before 
they start to really struggle and begin to dislike 
reading.” 2018-2019 teacher at partnering site

Thank you for helping make this important work possible.

Best Regards,

Mary Zanotti, 
Executive Director

Clare Wilson,  
CYC Board Chair
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CONTACT US
info@youthforachange.org 
303.292.2779 
Youthforachange.org 
2490 W. 26th Ave, Suite 110A, Denver CO 80211

FOLLOW US
     COYouthforachange 
     @youthforachange 
     ColoradoYouthforaChange

SCHOOL DISTRICT PARTNERS
District 27J
Adams 12 Five Star Schools
Adams County School  
District 14
Aurora Public Schools
Denver Public Schools
Englewood Schools

Estes Park School District
Jeffco Public Schools
Lake County School District
Poudre School District
Thompson School District
Greeley-Evans Weld County 
District 6

FINANCIALS 2018
INCOME 
School Districts & State Government	 2,477,080 
Federal Grants	 770,347 
Special Events & Individuals	 177,463 
Foundations/Corporations/Other	 455,636 
Total	 3,880,526

EXPENSES 
Programs	 3,663,940 
Administration/Fundraising	 527,954 
Total	 4,191,894

Complete 2018 Financial Report available upon request

“I have one student who wouldn’t read out loud at all and 
didn’t speak in class. At the end of this year, he is coming 
to speak to me and helping other students with their 
reading and spelling. I’m so proud of his growth!”

- 2019 teacher who worked with Colorado Reading Corps
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DEMOGRAPHICS
GENDER

52% MALE

47% FEMALE

1% TRANSGENDER

48% LATINX

33% WHITE

8% BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN

RACE & SEXUAL ORIENTATION

2% ASIAN

1% NATIVE AMERICAN

1% OTHER

7% �TWO OR MORE RACES

5% FOSTER CARE OR PREVIOUS FOSTER CARE INVOLVEMENT 

29% COURT INVOLVED

12% SELF IDENTIFY OR ARE GAY, LESBIAN OR BISEXUAL

10% PREGNANT OR PARENTING  

LIFE EVENTS FOR OLDER YOUTH (14-21 Years Old) 

82% ELIGIBLE FOR FREE OR REDUCED LUNCH

15% EXPERIENCE WITH HOMELESSNESS NOW OR IN THE PAST

COLORADO READING CORPS
HELPING STRUGGLING STUDENTS BECOME 
STRONG READERS BY THE END OF 3RD GRADE

1,327 students were served by 
61 AmeriCorps tutors.

68% of students achieved 
more than a full year of 

academic growth in reading.

EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTION
HELPING 9TH GRADERS GET ON TRACK TO 
GRADUATION BY PASSING CORE CLASSES

CORPS FOR A CHANGE
HELPING STUDENTS WHO ARE CHRONICALLY 
ABSENT MAINTAIN OR INCREASE ATTENDANCE

331 failing classes 
were recovered and 

became passing, and  
88% of students 

raised at least one 
core failing grade.

153 students 
were served.

479 students were served by 
18 AmeriCorps members.

42% of students within the 
target group increased their 
attendance, compared to an 

average decline in overall school 
attendance of 5% over the year. 

REENGAGEMENT
REENROLLING STUDENTS WHO 
HAVE LEFT SCHOOL WITHOUT 
GRADUATING

Staff reached out to 4,271 
out-of-school youth and 
helped reenroll 417 students.

67% of students that reenrolled in 
school finished the year with a positive 

outcome: graduation or continued 
enrollment into the next school year. 

FUTURES ACADEMY
SUPPORTING STUDENTS IN EARNING 
THEIR GED WHILE CO-ENROLLING IN 
POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS

357 students were served.

155 students passed at 
least one GED test and 
57 earned a GED.

65 students co-enrolled in 
post-secondary options; 28 
earned credit from Pickens 
Technical College and 16 
earned credit from the 
Community College of Aurora. 

STUDENT SUCCESS • Jaheim spent most of his middle school in online classes, so when he got to high school he was having 
a hard time ignoring the distractions of the classroom. After poor attendance and a behavioral problem that caused him to 
end up in court, he didn’t know where to go. Then he met Nakato, a Reengagement Specialist at CYC. With her help Jaheim 
enrolled in a new school, recovered his lost credits and found a new emotional and support system. As one of 13 kids in his 
family, he will be the first to graduate at the end of 2019, and he hopes to continue his education by learning how to code.
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